
Morning Worship 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 24, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

10:25 A.M.  -  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Fugue in C Major Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY – A Child’s Place  Sandi Buchanan 

INTROIT O Come, Let Us Sing Unto the Lord  Donald Moore 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  Give thanks to God and call on Christ's name. 
Many:  We proclaim God's grace and sing God's praise. 
One:  Seek the Lord, who is here with us now. 
All:  We rejoice in God's glory and grace! 

* HYMN  The God of Abraham Praise  No. 488 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)   

Sustainer God, you nourish us in every way. Forgive us when we reject your love 
and care. Open our eyes when we neglect your gift and ignore your presence. Draw 
close to us, that we may recognize your abiding presence and guiding love. Reclaim 
us as your own, that we might live for Christ and answer his call of discipleship. In 
the name of our living God, we pray . . . (silence) 

 Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
 beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary.  
* Please stand as you are able.  



LISTENING 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching. 

ANTHEM Raise Your Hands Heather Sorenson 

“…. when you’re high upon the mountain 
and you know that you’ve been blessed. 

Raise your hands, when you start your day with nothing 
and you end with even less. 

Raise your hands, to the One who gives us everything 
yet He shines in emptiness. 

Raise your hands, when you’re offering up the sacrifice 
that you want to claim as yours. 

Raise your hands, reaching up to heaven 
when your heart’s bowed to the floor. 

Raise your hands, trusting in the grace of God 
that has carried you before. 

I will lift my hands to You and bless Your name forever. 
I will lift my hands to You and bless Your holy name. 
Raise your hands, when your heart is full of worship 

and your songs are filled with praise. 
Raise your hands, when the battle ends in victory 

and God’s glory is ablaze. 
Raise your hands, let the earth shout “Hallelujah” 

and the people shout “Amen!” 
Raise your hands, and the hands that have been empty, 

God will fill them once again.” 

Chancel Choir 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for 
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 16:1-15 Pew Bible pp. 62-63 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT John 6:28-35 Pew Bible p. 98 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 SERMON    Our Daily Bread Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, offering, prayers. 

* HYMN  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (v. 1, 2 & 5) No. 521 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From: A Brief Statement of Faith) Dr. Brown 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created 
the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male and female, of 
every race and people, to live as one community.  But we rebel against God; we hide 
from our Creator.  Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in 
others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten 
death to the planet entrusted to our care.  We deserve God’s condemnation.  Yet 
God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of 
Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.  
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who 
will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal 
home, God is faithful still.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Dr. Brown 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY Holy Is the Lord Chris Tomlin 

Mike Hutchins, guitar/vocals 
Tom Schellin, guitar 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Generous God, thank you for showering us with your abundance and your love. 
Bless these gifts we bring before you now, that they may shower others with your 
abundance and your love. In your holy name we pray.  Amen.  

* HYMN  Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak (v. 1-4) No. 426 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

 



* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 
grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE All Glory Be to God On High J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
  arr. E. Power Biggs 

Worship Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 
 Mike Hutchins and Tom Schellin, Special Music  

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our 
database, contact smpcoffice@smpchome.org. 

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit card 
from your mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet today at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Chapel to receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please speak to one of the 
pastors following today’s service.  

The flowers in the Sanctuary are offered to the glory of God by Marlene Parmele and in loving 
memory of her husband Harris B. Parmele, Jr. 

Worship Teams  
Elders/Deacons:  Dick Engle, Joyce Highsmith, Curtis Ireland 
Ushers: Charles Casey, Head Usher; Krista Casey, Bob Cushman, Dave Jacobus, Gwen &  
Mark Volker 
A/V:  Gary Rawls 

Hospitality Teams 
Connection Center Host:  Pat Sellers 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Ellen & Robert Clark, Emily Williams 

Note to Parents:  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten in their Sunday school 
classrooms each Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. Please drop off your 3 and 4 
year olds in room 5, and kindergarteners in room 10. Additional information or questions, contact 
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation, Rebecca@smpchome.org. 
 

We invite you to take home your SMPC Weekly as a reference to future opportunities to become 
more engaged in the life of our faith community. 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church 
8601 Bryant Farms Rd., Charlotte, NC 28277 

smpcoffice@smpchome.org    704-544-0404    www.smpchome.org 
 

http://www.smpchome.org/GiveOnline
http://www.smpchome.org/

